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Listing of Claims: 

1 . [Withdrawn] A method for processing a deposit by a depositor of one or more original checks 
and deposit information at a remote location, said remote location being capable of interfacing with a 
financial institution, said method comprising the steps oft 

obtaining at said remote location deposit account information from the deposit information, 
and electronic check data and original check image data from each of the one or more checks; 

electronically exchanging said check data with said financial institution and obtaining an 
accuracy confirmation of said deposit account information from the financial institution based upon 
account information associated with the depositor; and 

upon the deposit account information being verified as accurate, endorsing and/or voiding the 
one or more original checks, and creating at the remote location second image data of the one or more 
original checks that have been endorsed and/or voided; and 

sending the second images and said deposit account information to said financial institution. 

2. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said obtaining step comprises the 
steps of: 

a) scanning said one or more original checks to create image data, sajd image data 
representing an electronic image of each of said one or more checks; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image data to aid in 
electronic processing of said deposited check. 

3. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 2, wherein said obtaining step further comprises 
the step of: 

a) reading at least a portion of said one or more original checks to determine additional 
informational data stored in a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MTCR) line. 

4. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said electronically exchanging said 
check data step comprises the step of: 

a) sending said check data from said non-financial institution location to said 
financial institution over an electronic channel! 

b) said financial institution verifying said check data with account records 
accessible by said financial institution; 
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c) when said check data conforms to said account records, said financial institution 
confirming said check data to said remote location; and 

d) said non-financial institution location processing said check data into processed 
check data in response to said confirming step, 

5. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said endorsing and/or voiding step 
comprises the step of: 

receiving endorsement and/or voiding information. 

6. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 5/wherein said remote location processing said 
check data into processed check data step comprises the steps of: 

a) endorsing said check using said endorsement information; and 

b) voiding said check using said voiding information, said endorsing and voiding 
steps creating a processed check. 

7. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 5, wherein said endorsing and/or voiding steps 
are further comprised of the step of: 

a) printing said endorsement and/or voiding information on said check. 

S. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 4, further comprising the step of: 

a) following said processing said check data into processed check data step, said remote 
location secondly converting said processed check data into electronic processed check data. 

9. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 8, wherein said secondly converting step 
comprises the steps of: 

a) scanning said processed check to create image data, said image data representing 
an electronic image of said processed check; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image data to aid in 
electronic processing of said depositing of said check. 

10. [WithdrawnJ The method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the steps of: 

a) secondly electronically exchanging said processed check data with said financial 

institution. 



11. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 10, wherein said secondly electronically 
exchanging said check data step comprises the step of: 
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a) sending said processed check data from said remote location to said financial 
institution over an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said processed check data with account records 
accessible by said financial institution; and 

c) when said processed check data conforms to said account records, said financial 
institution secondly confirming said processed check data to said remote location. 

12. [Withdrawn] The method as recite in claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

a) when said financial institution is not the maker bank of said check, sending one of said 
original check image data or second image data to said maker bank for clearing said check. 

13. [Withdrawn} The method as recited in claim 12, wherein said sending said processed check 
data to said maker bank for clearing said check step comprises die steps of: 

a) when said maker bank is electronic exchange-capable, electronically exchanging said 
processed check data with said maker bank; and ^ 

b) when said maker bank is not electronic exchange-capable, printing a facsimile of 
said check from said processed check data; and forwarding said facsimile of said check to said maker ^ 
bank. W 

r; 

14. [Withdrawn] A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for O 
performing a method for processing a check deposited at a location remote from a financial ^ 
institution, said computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) converting said check into electronic check data; 

b) electronically exchanging said check data with said financial institution; and 

c) said financial institution crediting an account according to said check data. 

15. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 14, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of 
converting comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) scanning said check to create image data, said image data representing an 
electronic image of said check; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image data to aid in 
electronic processing of said depositing of said check. 
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16. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 15, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of 
converting further comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the step of; 

a) reading at least a portion of said check to determine additional informational data 
stored in a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (M1CR) line. 

1 7. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 14, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing said electronically 
exchanging said check data step comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the step 
of: 

a) sending said check data from said non-financial institution location to said GO 
financial institution over an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said check data with account records accessible 

by said financial institution; 3> 

c) when said check data conforms to said account records, said financial institution ^ 
confirming said check data to said non-financial institution location; and ^ 

d) said non-financial institution location processing said check data into processed CO 
check data in response to said confirming step. 

Q 

18. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 1 7, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of said 
financial institution confirming said check data step comprises computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

a) said financial institution acknowledging to said non-financial institution location 
receipt and accuracy of said check data; and 

b) said financial institution sending endorsement and voiding information to said 
non-financial institution location. 

19. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 18, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of said 
non-financial institution location processing said check data into processed check data step comprises 
computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) endorsing said check using said endorsement information; and 
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b) voiding said check using said voiding information, said endorsing and voiding 
steps creating a processed check. 

20. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 18, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of 
endorsing and voiding are further comprised of computer-executable instructions for performing the 
step of: 

a) printing on said endorsement and voiding information on said check. 

21 . [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 17, wherein said computer-readable medium further comprise computer-executable 
instructions for performing the step of: 03 

m 

a) following said processing said check data into processed check data step, said (ft 
non-financial institution location secondly converting said processed check data into electronic 
processed check data. ^ 

22. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as ^ 
recited in claim 21, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of ^ 
secondly converting comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: HI 

a) scanning said processed check to create image data, said image data representing 
an electronic image of said processed check; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image data to aid in 
electronic processing of said depositing of said check. 

23. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 22, wherein said computer-readable medium further comprise computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) secondly electronically exchanging said processed check data with said financial 

institution. 

24. [Wimdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 23, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of 
secondly electronically exchanging said check data comprises computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of: 
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a) sending said processed check data from said non-financial institution location to 
said financial institution over an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said processed check data with account records 
accessible by said financial institution; and 

c) when said processed check data conforms to said account records, said financial 
institution secondly confirming said processed check data to said non-financial instiUition location. 

25. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 17, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of 
crediting said account according to said check data step further comprises computer-executable 
instructions for performing the step of: 

a) when said financial institution is not the maker bank of said check, sending said 
processed check data to said maker bsuik for clearing said check. 

26. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions, as 
recited in claim 25, wherein said computer-executable instructions for performing the step of sending 
said processed check data to said maker bank for clearing said check comprises computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) when said maker bank is electronic exchange-capable, electronically exchanging 
said processed check data with said maker bank; and when said maker bank is not electronic 
exchange-capable, printing a facsimile of said check from said processed check data; and forwarding 
said facsimile of said check to said maker bank. 

27. [Withdrawn] A system for processing a deposit of a check, said system comprising: 

a) a remote site for converting said check into electronic check data; 

b) a centra! site electronically accessible to said remote site, said central site capable 
of electronically exchanging said check data with financial institution; and 

c) a maker site capable of electronically interfacing with said central site to obtain 
said check data and to credit an account according to said check data without having to physically 
receive the check at said financial institution. 

28. [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check, as recited in claim 27 4 wherein 
said remote site further comprises: 

a) a scanner/reader/printer to receive said check for processing; and 
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b) a remote processor electronically and operably coupled to said 
scanner/reader/printer, said remote processor further comprising computer-executable instructions for 
interacting with said scanner/reader/printer, said computer-executable instructions in conjunction 
with said scanner/reader/printer for performing the steps of: 

i) scanning said check to create image data, said image data representing an 
electronic image of said check; 

ii) reading said image data to create informational data from said image data 
to aid in electronic processing of said depositing of said check; and 

iii) sending said check data from said remote site to said central site over an 

electronic channel. 

29. [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check, as recited in claim 27, wherein 
said central site further comprises: 

a) central site processor further comprising computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

b) verifying said check data with account records accessible by said central site; and 

c) when said check data conforms to said account records, said central site 
confirming said check data to remote site including sending endorsement and voiding information to 
said remote site. 

30. [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check, as recited in claim 29, wherein 
said remote site further comprises computer-executable instructions for: 

a) in response to said central site confirming step, processing said check data into 
processed check data including 

b) endorsing said check using said endorsement information; 

c) voiding said check using said voiding information, said endorsing and voiding 
steps creating a processed check; and 

d) secondly converting said processed check into electronic processed check data by 
scanning said processed check to create image data, said image data representing an electronic image 
of said processed check and reading said image data to create information aJ data from said image 
data to aid in electronic processing of said depositing of said check. 

3 1 . [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check as recited in claim 27, wherein 
said account is credited according to said check data without having to receive the physical check at 
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the maker site. 

32, [Withdrawn] A method for processing a check deposited at a financial institution, said 
method comprising the steps of; 

a) converting said check into electronic check data; 

b) electronically exchanging said check data with said financial institution; and 

c) said financial institution crediting an account according to said check data. 

33. [Withdrawn] A method for processing at a remote site one or more original checks deposited 
at the remote site, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 
converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 
creating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain original check image data; 
receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after receipt of the 
one or more checks; 

endorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed aiid/or voided 

checks; 

creating an image of the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain endorsed and/or voided 
check image data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed check image data; and , 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a 
print site associated therewith. 

34. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, wherein the endorsing and/or voiding step 
comprises 

sending the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, and the original check image 
data to a first processing location; 

receiving a notice from the first processing location that selected errors were not found in the 
electronic deposit data and/or electronic check data;' and 

printing said endorsement and/or voiding information on the original check to obtain the 
endorsed check. 

35. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, wherein the transmitting step comprises 
transmitting both the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check imagedata. 
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36. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising the step of storing at 
least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data on a 
server accessible from the Internet 

37. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, wherein the receiving authorization to 
endorse and/or void the check includes receiving endorsement information to print on the check from 
a first processing location. 

38. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising: 

determining if endorsement information at the remote site for printing on the check is up-to- 
date; and 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading updated 
endorsement information from a first processing location. 

39. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising the step of comparing 
an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a deposit maximum, and 
providing a rejection notice if the deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

40. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising adding control 
information to the transmission of the original check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided 
check image data preparatory to the transmission step. 

41. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising the step of storing of the 
original check image data at the remote site. 

42. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, wherein the step of creating an image of 
the one or more original checks comprises 

scanning each original check; and 

if the original check is removed before completion of the scanning, then designating the 
electronic check data associated with the original check image A^ta as invalid. 

43. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction and a return reason. 
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44. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 43, further comprising 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank for re-presentment 

45. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising determining errors in 
the electronic deposit data or the electronic check data at the remote site and obtaining correction of 
the determined errors at the remote site. 

46. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising on the original check a 
reference key prior to creating endorsed and/or voided check Image data. 

47. (Currently Amended) A method for deposit processing at a central site a plurality 
of original checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, comprising^ 
ste ps of : 

the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit transactions 
with the deposit information including a deposit account designation, and whoro o plurality of check. 
from different third portico aro boing dopoaitod by a Jiii a l u depositor o deposit sum, and electronic 
check data and original check image dat a for at least one rhRrV for a plurality of chocks to be 
deposited, wherefa the central site is not a bank of first deno sit for these checks and whemin ^ 
deposit accoupt designation for each of a plurality of the nh^ ks j s tQ a different remote hanV nf fi— 
deposfc 

the central site identifying M ICR e rrors and/or image data errors in the electronic data 
received; 

if MICR and/or image data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the central site 
sending an instruction to the remote site to correct the errors; 

if no errors aro identified, th e central oito sending endors e ment and/or voiding ftutho i iaotwu 

to the romoto sito; 

the central site receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

a computer att he central site associating the endorsed and/ox voided check image data with 
the original check image data; 

the central site previdffigtranjmittinj the electronic deposit data for each different dsp ^t 

transaction of the plurality t o a respective different one of the re™*, mn.'x, *.™ t h n f o r a 

banks of first deposit; 
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sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and the original check image data and/or 
the endorsed and/oj; voided check image data ]nitiailv_directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a print 
&ite ^at is independent of the maker bank asaociatod thorow M u mth the transmitting not being via th« 
bank of fi rst deposit for that deposit transaction . 

48. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising the step of 
sending the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the endorsed 

and/or voided check image data to a bank of first deposit. 

49. (Cancelled) The method as defined in claim 47, wherein the receiving step comprises 
receiving electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image data and/or 

endorsed and/or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit transactions, the checks 
for each one of the plurality of different deposit transactions to be deposited at a different bank of 
first deposit; and 

sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a respective different 
bank of first deposit 

50. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising at the remote 
site: 

reading said original check image data to create image information data; and 
comparing the image information data to the electronic check data. 

5 1 . [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising the step of 
storing at least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
on a server accessible from the Internet- 

52. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 47 3 further comprising the steps of: 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending check image data to thea print site for printing a hard copy of the check 
and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not via the hanfr 
Of first de posit for that deposit transaction : and 

if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker ban k but not 
via the bank of first dep osit for that deposit transaction 
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53 . (Currently Amended) Tbe method as defined in claim 47, further comprising the steps of: 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding directly or 
indirectly the printed check to the maker ban k, but not via the bank of first deposit for that deposit 
transaction : and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker ban k but not via the 
bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction . 

54. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, wherein if the original check 
image data is inaccurate or unreadable, then sending the instruction to the remote site to correct 
without first storing at the central site the original check image data having the error, and 

receiving corrected original check image data and/or corrected endorsed check image data. 

55. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising after 
receiving the endorsed and/or voided check image data, sending an electronic notification to the 
remote site that a deposit is complete. 

56. [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising formatting the 
electronic check data and the original check image data for processing in an accounting system of the 
bank of first deposit 

57. (Cancelled) The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising the step of 
determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check; and 

if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the check to 
be printed; and 

if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check image 
data to the maker bank. 

58. [.Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 

original deposit transaction. 

59. [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 58, further comprising 
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sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank for re-presentment. 



60. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 59, further 



comprising 



determining if a re-presentment of the returned check requires a duplicate hard copy of the 
return check or if the check data image is acceptable for the ^presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original deposit 
transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker bank. 

61. [Withdrawn] A program product for processing at a remote site one or more original checks 
deposited at the remote site, the program product comprising machine readable program code for 
causing a mach ine to perform the following method steps: ; 

obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

creating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain original check image data; 

receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after receipt of the 
one or more checks; 

endorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed and/or voided 

checks; 

creati ng an image of the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain endorsed and/or voided 
check image data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed check image data; and . 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check Image data directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a 
print site associated therewith. 

62. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, wherein the endorsing and/or 
voiding step comprises 

sending the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, and the original check image 
data to a first processing location; 
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receiving a notice from the first processing location that selected errors were not found in the 
electronic deposit data and/or electronic check data; and 

printing said endorsement and/or voiding information on the original check to obtain the 
endorsed check. 

63 . [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 6 1 , wherein the transmitting step 
comprises transmitting both the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check 
image data. 

64. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising the step of 
storing at least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
on a server accessible from the Internet 

65. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61 , wherein the receiving 
authorization to endorse and/or void the check step includes receiving endorsement information to 
print on the check from a first processing location. 

66. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
to cause the machine to perform the following method steps: 

determining if endorsement information at the remote site for printing on the check is up-to- 
date; and 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then sending updated 
endorsement information to the remote site. 

67. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the following step of comparing an amount of a deposit or an 
amount of one or more checks against a deposit maximum, and providing a rejection notice if the 
deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

68. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the step of adding control information to the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data preparatory to the transmission step. 
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69. [Withdraw^ The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the step of storing of the original check image data at the remote 

site. 

70. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, wherein the step of creating an 
image of the one or more original checks comprises 

scanning each original check; and 

if the original check is removed before completion of the scanning, then designating the 
electronic check data associated with the original check image data as invalid. 

71 . [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the following method step of 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction and a return reason. 

72. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 71, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the following method step of 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank for re-presentment. 

73. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the method step of determining errors in the electronic deposit 
data or the electronic check data at the remote site and obtaining correction of the determined errors 
at the remote site. 

74. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising program code 
for causing the machine to perform the step of printing on the original check a reference key prior to 
creating endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

75. (Currently Amended) a program product for deposit processing at a central site a 
plurality of original checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, the 
program product comprisin g machine readable program codo for causing a ma oIi ulo to perform the 
following mothod otops : 
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a set of computer usable media h aving computer readable program code embodied therein to be 
executed by a computer the computer readable program code w hen executed, causing a machine to 
perform the following method steps 

the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit transaction*. 
with the deposit information including a deposit account designation^ an d Tvht?rc a plurality of chocks 
from different th ir d parties oro boing deposited by a single depositor a dopoatt sum, and electronic 
check data and original check image dat a for at least one check for a plurality of chocks to be 
deposited; wherein the central site is not a bank of first denosit for these checks and wherein the 
deposit account designation for eac h of apluralitv of the checks is to a different remote bank of first 
deposit: 

the central site identifying MICR errors and/or image data errors in the electronic data 
received; 

if MICR and/or image data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the central site 
sending an instruction to the remote site to correct the errors; 

; i£no e rrors aro identifi e d, tho central s i te sending endorsement and/or voiding authoriaation 

to the remote flito; 

receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data with the original 
check image data; 

the central site providin g transmitting the electronic deposit data for each different deposit 
transaction of th,e pfuralityjo a respective different one of the remote main apcmintinfl fiinrttinn for a 
banks of first deposit; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and the original check image data and/or 
the endorsed and/or voided check image data initially directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a print 
site that is independent of the maker bank ooaooiatod th e rewi t h with the transmitting not being via the 
bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction . 

76. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of 

sending the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or endorsed and/or 
voided check image data to a bank of first deposit. 
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77. (Cancelled) The program product as defined in claim 75, wherein the receiving step 
comprises 

receiving electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image data and/or 
endorsed and/or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit transactions, the checks 
for each one of the plurality of different deposit transactions to be deposited at a different bank of 
first deposit; and 

sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a respective different 
bank of first deposit. 

78. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the following method steps at the remote site: 

reading said original check image data to create image information data; and 
comparing the image information data to the electronic check data. 

79. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of storing at least one of theoriginal check 
image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data on a server accessible from the Internet 

80. (Currently Amended) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending check image data to Ihea print site for printing a hard cnnv nf the check 

and sending the hard copy of the chenR directly or indirectly to the maker ban k, but not via the hank 

of first deposit for tha t deposit transaction: and 

if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker ban k but not 

via the bank of first d eposit for that deposit transaction . 

81. (Currently Amended) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing a copy of the check from check image data and forwarding directly or 
indirectly the printed check to the maker ban k, but not via the hanlc nf fT^ t deposit for that H^ocit 
transaction: and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker ban k but not via the 
bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction . 
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82. (Currently Amended) The program product as defined in claim 75, wherein if the original 
check image and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data is inaccurate or unreadable, then 
sending the instruction to the remote site to correct without first storing at the central site the original 
check image data having the error; and 

receiving corrected check image data and/or corrected endorsed and/or voided check image 

data. 

83 . (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of after receiving the endorsed and/or 
voided check image data, sending an electronic notification to the remote site that a deposit is 
complete. 

84. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of formatting the electronic check data and 
the original check image data for processing in an accounting system of the bank of first deposit. 



85. (Cancelled) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising program 
code for causing the machine to perform the step of determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker 
bank for the original check; and 

if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the check to 
be printed; and 

if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check image 
data to the maker bank. 

86. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction. 

87. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 86, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of 
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sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank for re-presentment. 

88. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 87, further comprising 
program code for causing the machine to perform the step of 

determining if a re-presentment of the returned check requires a duplicate hard copy of the 
return check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original deposit 
transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker bank. 

89. (Withdrawn) A system for processing at a remote site one or more original checks 
deposited at the remote site 3 comprising: 

a component for obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 
a component for converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic 
check data; 

a component for creating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain original check 
image data; 

a component receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after 
receipt of the one or more checks; 

a component for endorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided checks; 

a component for creating an image of the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided check image data; 

a component for electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check 
data and the original check image data and the endorsed check image data; and . 

a transmitter for transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the 
original check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly 
to a maker bank or a print site associated therewith. 

90. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, wherein die component for endorsing 
and/or voiding sends the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, and the original check 
image data to a first processing location, receives a notice from the first processing location that 
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selected errors were not found in the electronic deposit data and/or electronic check data and prints 
said endorsement and/or voiding information on the original check to obtain the endorsed check. 

91 . (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, wherein the transmitter is programmed to 
transmit both the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

92. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a component for 
storing at least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
on a server accessible from the Internet 



93. (Withdrawn) The system as defined fo claim $9, wherein the component for receiving 
authorization to endorse and/or void the check receives endorsement information to print on the 
check from a first processing location. 

94. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, further comprising: 

a component for determining if endorsement information at the remote site for printing on the 
check is up-to-date; and 

a component for, if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then 
downloading updated endorsement information from a first processing location. 

95. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a component for 
comparing an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a deposit maximum, 
and providing a rejection notice if the deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

96. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a component for 
adding control information to the transmission of the original check image data and/or the endorsed 
and/or voided check image data preparatory to the transmission step. 

97. (Withdrawn) The system as djefined in claim 89 3 further comprising a component for 
storing of the original check image data at the remote site. 

98. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, wherein the component for creating an 
image of the one or more original checks scans each original check; and if the original check is 
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removed before completion of the scanning, then designates the electronic check data associated with 
the original check image data as invalid. 

99* (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 90, further comprising 

a component for receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a 

reference key for an original deposit transaction and a return reason. 

100. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 99, further comprising 

a component for sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or 

indirectly to the maker bank for re-presentment 

101- (Withdrawn) The system as cleftned in claim 89, further comprising a component for 
determining errors in the electronic deposit data or the electronic check data at the remote site and 
obtaining correction of the determined errors at the remote site. 

102. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a component for 
printing on the original check a reference key prior to creating endorsed and/or voided check image 
data. 

1 03 . (Currently Amended) A system for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of 
checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, comprising: 

an electronic storage: and 

a set of processors that use the electronic storage and include among them the 
following components 

a component at the central site for receiving deposit information for a plurality of different 
deposit tran sactions, with the deposit information including a deposit account designation^ and wko?e 
a plurality of choolco from different third parti es or e being deposit e d by a single depositor a deposit 
s um, and electronic check data and original check image dat a for at least one check for a plurality nf 
checks to be deposited , wherein the central site is not a bank of first deposit for these checks and 
wherein the de posit account designation for each of a plurality of the checks is to a different remote 
bank of first deposit ; 

a component at the central site for identifying MlCR errors and/or image data errors in the 
electronic data received; 
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a component at the central site for, if MICR and/or image data errors are identified in the 
electronic data, then the central site sending an instruction to the remote site to correct the errors; 

a component at tho contrnl site for, if no errors aro id e ntifi e d, sending ondoraomont and/or 

v oiding authorisation to tho remote? sito; 

a component at the central site for receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

a component at the central site for associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
with the original check image data; 

a component at the central site for providin ot ransmitting the electronic deposit data for each 
different deposit transaction of the plurality t o a respective different one of the remote main 
ao counting Amotion for a banks, of first deposit; 

a component for sorting the associated received data; and 

a component at the central site for transmitting electronic check data and the original check 
image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data initially directly or indirectly to a 
maker bank or a print site that is independent of the maker bank aqsooiatod therewith with the 
transmitting not being via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction . 

104. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 103, further comprising 
a component for sending the check image data to a bank of first deposit. 

105. (Cancelled) The system as defined in claim 103, wherein the component for receiving 
receives electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image data and/or endorsed 
and/or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit transactions, the checks for each 
one of the plurality of different deposits! to be deposited at a different bank of first deposit; and 
includes a component for sending the checks for each one of a plurality of the different deposit 
transactions to a respective different bank of first deposit. 

106. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 103, further comprising: 

a component for reading said original check image data to create image information data; and 
a component for comparing the image information data to the electronic check data. 

107. (Currently Amended) The system as defined in claim 1 03, further comprising the-a 
component for storing at least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided 
check image data on a server accessible from the Internet. 
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108. (Currently Amended) Th system as defined in claim 103, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of fee check, and, if it 
does, sending the check image data to Jhea p rim site for printlftg a hard copy of tWh^l ,< sending 
the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker ban k but not via th» hnni, r , f 
deppgit for that deposit transaction , and if it does not, sending the check image data directly or 
indirectly to the maker bank_bm not via the bank of first denosit for th* dmn .it tran^v.,, 

109. (Currently Amended) The system as defined in claim 103, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check, if it does, 
printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding directly or indirectly the 
printed check to the maker ban k, but not via the hank nt <w ' ^ sit for that MlTTr ^ and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker ban k but not via ths h„ni, „f 
first denosi t format deposit transnorion 

1 10. (Currently Amended) The system as defined in claim 103, wherein if the original check 
image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided.check image data is inaccurate or unreadable, then 
sending the instruction to the remote site to correct without first storing at the central site the original 
check image data having the error, and 

a component for receiving corrected original check image data and/or corrected endorsed 
and/or voided check image data. 

111. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 103, further comprising a component 
for, after receiving the endorsed and/or voided check image data, sending an eledronlc notification to 
the remote site that a deposit is complete. 

1 12. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim ] 03, further comprising a component 
for formatting the electronic check data and the original check image data for processing in an 
accounting system of the bank of first deposit. 

113. (Cancelled) The system as defined in claim 103, further comprising a component for 
determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check; and if it is the maker 
bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; if the maker bank does 
require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the check to be printed; and if the maker 
bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check image data to the maker bank. 
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1 14. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 1 03, further comprising 

a component for receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a 
reference key for an original deposit transaction. 

1 1 5. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 1 14, further comprising 

a component for sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or 
indirectly to the maker bank for re-presentment 

1 16. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 1 1 5, further comprising 

a component for determining, if a re-p resen tment of the returned check requires a duplicate 
hard copy of the return check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and if 
the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original deposit 
transaction and sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 
bank. 

1 17. (Withdrawn) A program product for processing a deposit by a depositor of one or more 
original checks and deposit information at a remote location, said remote location being capable of 
interfacing with a financial institution^ said program product comprising machine readable program 
code for causing a machine to perform the following method steps of: 

obtaining at said remote location deposit account information from the deposit information, 
and electronic check data and original check image data tiom each of the one or more checks; 

electronically exchanging said check data with said financial institution and obtaining an 
accuracy confirmation of said deposit account information from the financial institution based upon 
account information associated with the depositor; 

upon the deposit account information being verified as accurate, endorsing and/or voiding the 
one or more original checks, and creating at the remote location second image data of the one or more 
original checks that have been endorsed and/or voided; and 

sending the second images and said deposit account Information to said financial institution. 

118. (Withdrawn) A system for processing a deposit by a depositor of one or more original 
checks and deposit information at a remote location, said remote location being capable of interfacing 
with a financial institution, comprising: 
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a remote processor for obtaining at said remote location deposit account information from the 
deposit information, and electronic check data and original check image data from each of the one or 
more checks; 

a communications system for electronically exchanging said check data with said financial 
institution; 

a financial institution processor for verifying accuracy of said deposit account information at 
the financial institution based upon account information associated with the depositor; 

the remote processor, upon the deposit account information being verified as accurate, 
endorsing and/or voiding the one or more original checks, and creating at the remote location second 
image data of the one or more original checks that have been endorsed and/or voided; and 

the remote processor causing the second images and said deposit account information to be 
sent to said financial institution. 

119. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 4249, further comprising a system 
with a plurality of different remote sites, the following steps being performed at each of the plurality 
of remote sites: 

obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic cheok data; 

creating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain original check image data; 

r e c e iving ondoraomont ond/or voiding authoriantinn frn.Tr, ™ mrt^-i nftcr fC OO j pt of mc 
one or moro chocks; 

endorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed and voided 

checks; 

creating an image of each of a plurality of the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain 
endorsed and voided check image data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed and/or, voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed and/ox voided check image to the central site. 
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120. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 1 19, wherein the transmitting to the 
central site step comprises transmitting both the original check image data and the endorsed and/or 
voided check image data. 

121. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 1 1 9, further comprising: 
determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites for printing on the check is 

up-to-date; and 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up^to-date, then downloading updated 
endorsement information from the central site. 

122. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 1 19, further comprising the step of 
comparing an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a deposit maximim, 
and providing a rejection notice if the deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

123 . (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 1 1 9, further comprising 
receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an original 
deposit transaction and a return reason. 

124. (Currently Amended) The program product as defined in claim comprising program 
code at a plurality of different remote sites for causing when executed a machine at the respective 
remote site to perform the following method steps: 

obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

creating an image of the one or more original check to obtain original check image data; 

receiving: endorsement ond'or voiding nnrh^r^ntmn frn™ ™ ^ c t r mQ T gft o after roc c ipt of the 

on e or mor e chooks t 

endorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed and/or voided 

checks; 

creating an image of each of a plurality of the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain 
endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

and 
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transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image to the central she. 

125. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 124, wherein the 
transmitting to the central site step comprises transmitting both the original check image data and the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

126. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 124, further comprising 
program cod© to cause the machine to perform the following method steps: 

determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites for printing on the check is 
up-to-date; and 

if the endorsement information at the one of the remote sites is not up-to^iate, then sending 
updated endorsement information to that remote site. 

127. (Currently Amended) The program product as defined in claim 124, further comprising 
program code for causing a machine to perform the following step of comparing an amount of a 
deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a deposit maximum, and providing a rejection 
notice if e£the deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

128. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 124, further comprising 
program code for causing (he machine to perform the following method step of receiving return check 
image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an original deposit transaction and a 
return reason. 

129. (Currently Amended) The system as defined in claim i£3«S, further comprising a 
subsystem at a plurality of different remote sites, with the subsystem at each of the plurality of 
remote sites comprising: 

a component for obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 

a component for converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic 
check data; 

a component for creating an image of each of the one or more original checks to obtain 
original check image data; 

-28- 

002.1183027.1 

PAGE 31/50 « RCVD AT 4/27/2004 6:15:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ' DNIS:8729326 ' CSID: ' DURATION (mm«s):14-50 



04/27/2004 1S:25 FAX 



0032 



Atty. Diet. No. 057898-0102 



reomponont for receiving ondorscmoi* and/or voiding Quth u i Lxit i nn fa i n mi uquii iul ^ Rc 
after rocoipt of the ono or moro chocks; 

a component for endorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided checks; 

a component for creating an image of each of a polity »f th» endorsed and/or voided 
checks to obtain endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

a component for electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check 
data and the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 
a transmitter for transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original 
check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data to the central site. 

130. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 129, wherein the transmitter for 
transmitting to the central site is programmed to transmit both the original check image data and the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

131. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 129, further comprising: 

a component for determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites for 
printing on the check is up-to-date; and 

a component for, if the endorsement information at the one of the remote sites is not up-to- 
date, then downloading updated endorsement information from the central site. 

132. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 129, further comprising a component 
for comparing an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a deposit 
maximum, and providing a rejection notice if the deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

1 33. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 129, further comprising 

a component for receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key 
for an original deposit transaction and a return reason. 



134. (Previously Presented) The system as defined in claim 103, further comprising 



a component 
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for the central site sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an 
endorsement, 

135. (Previously Presented) The method as defied in claim 47, further comprisingthe central 
site sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an endorsement. 

136. (Previously Presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further comprising 
program code for the central site sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to 
add an endorsement. 

137. (Currently Amended) The system as defined in claim 1 03, wherein the component for 
transmitting the electronic check data and the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank or thea print site a ssociated therewi t h transmits both the original check image data and the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank orthea print site 
(losociatod therew it h 

138. (Currently Amended The method as defined in claim 47, wherein the step of transmitting 
the electronic check data and the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank or thea 
print site «s *>»atod therewith transmits both the original check image data and the endorsed and/or 
voided check image data directly or indirectly to me maker bank orthea print site esseeiated 
thorowith . 

139. (Currently Amended) The program product as defined in claim 75, wherein the step of 
transmitting the electronic check data and the check image data directry or indirectly to the maker 
bank or thea print site associated therewith transmits both the original check image data and the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank orthea print site 
associated thorowith . 

140. (New) A method for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of original 
checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, comprising: 

me central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit transactions, 
with the deposit information including a deposit account designation, electronic check data and 
original check image data for at least one check to be deposited; 
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a computer at the central site comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not an account 
number to an individual customer limit; 

sending a rejection notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

the centra] site receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data with the original 
check image data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and the original check image data and/or 
the endorsed and/or voided check image data initially directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a print 
site that is independent of the maker bank. 

141 . (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein the deposit parameter is a number of 
monetary items in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer monetary 
item limit. 

142. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein the deposit parameter is a total monetary 
amount of a deposit in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a Customer deposit 
monetary limit. 

143. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein the deposit parameter is a monetary 
amount of a monetary item in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer 
monetary item limit. 

144. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein the deposit parameter is a number of 
deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit 

145. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein there are at least two deposit parameters 
compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with two deposit parameters selected 
from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit 
in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer deposit monetary 
limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer 
limit being a customer monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer 
limit is a number of deposits limit. . 
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146. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein there are at least three deposit 
parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with three deposit 
parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, a total monetary 
amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
deposit monetary limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, and anumber of deposits and the 
individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit 

147. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, wherein there are at least four deposit parameters 
compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with the four deposit parameters 
comprising a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the individual customer limit 
being a customer monetary limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with 
the individual customer limit being a customer deposit monetary limit, a monetary amount of a 
monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of 
deposits limits. 

1 48. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, 

wherein the central site is not a bank of deposit for monetary items in the deposit information for a 
plurality of the monetary items, 

wherein the deposit account designation for each of a plurality of the checks is to a different remote 
bank of first deposit; and 

sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a respective different 
bank of first deposit. 

149. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, further comprising the steps of: 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the check and 
sending the hard copy directly or indirectly to the maker bank, butnot via the bank of first deposit for 
that deposit transaction; and 
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if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not 
via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

150. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, further comprising the steps of: 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing at the central site a copy of the check from the check image data and 
forwarding directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank, but not via the bank of first 
deposit for that deposit transaction; and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not via the 
bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

151. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, further comprising the step of determining if a 
bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check; and 

if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing ahard copy of the 
check to be printed; and 

if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check image 
data to the maker bank. 

( 

152. (New) The method as defined in claim 140, further comprising 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction. 

153. (New) The method as defined in claim 152, further comprising 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank for re-presentment. 

154. (New) A program product for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of original 
checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, the program product 
comprising: 

a set of computer usable media having computer readable program code embodied therein to be 
executed by a computer, the computer readable program code, when executed, causing a machine to 
perform the following method steps 
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the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit transactions, 
with the deposit information including a deposit account designation, electronic check data and 
original check image data for at least one check to be deposited; 

the central site comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not an account number to an 
individual customer limit; 

sending a rejection notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

the central site receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data with the original 
check image data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and the original check image data and/or 
the endorsed and/or voided check image data initially directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a print 
site that is independent of the maker bank. 



155. (New) The program product as defined in claim 1 54, wherein the deposit parameter is a 
number of monetary items in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer 
monetary item limit. 



156, (New) The program product as defined in claim 154, wherein the deposit parameter is a total 
monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a 
customer deposit monetary limit. 

157. CNew) The program product as defined in claim 154, wherein the deposit parameter is a 
monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a 
customer monetary item limit. 



158. (New) The program product as defined in claim 1 54, wherein the deposit parameter is a 
number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit 

1 59. (New) The program product as defined in claim 1 54, wherein there are at least two deposit 
parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with two deposit 
parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, a total monet? 
amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
deposit monetary limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the 
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individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the 
individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit 



1 60. (New) The program product as defined in claim 1 54, wherein there are at least three deposit 
parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with three deposit 
parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer monetary tern limit, a total monetar 
amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
deposit monetary limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the 
individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit 



161. (New) The program product as defined in claim 154, wherein there are at least four deposit 
parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with the four deposit 
parameters comprising a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the individual 
customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the 
deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer deposit monetary limit, a 
monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit 
being a customer monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a 
number of deposits limit 

1 62. (New) The program product as defined in claim 154, 

wherein the central site is not a bank of deposit for monetary items in the deposit information for a 
plurality of the monetary items, 

wherein the deposit account designation for each of a plurality of the checks is to a different remote 
bank of first deposit; and further comprising program code for 

sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a respective different 
bank of first deposit 

1 63. (New) The program product as defined in claim 154, further comprising program code for 
the steps of: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
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if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the check and 
sending the hard copy directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not via the bank of first deposit for 
that deposit transaction; and 

if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not 
via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction, 

164. (New) The program product as defined in claim 1 54, further comprising program code for 
the steps of: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing at the central site a copy of the check from the check image data and 
forwarding directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank, but not via the bank of first 
deposit for that deposit transaction; and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not via the 
bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

1 65. (New) The program product as defined in claim 1 54, further comprising program code for 
the step of determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check; and 

if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a hard copy of the 
check to be printed; and 

if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check image 
data to the maker bank. 



1 66, (New) The program product as defined in claim 154, further comprising 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction. 

1 67. (New) A system for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of original checks 
deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, comprising: 

an electronic storage; and 

a set of processors that use the electronic storage and include among them the 
following components 
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a central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit transactions, 
with the deposit information including a deposit account designation, electronic check data and 
original check image data for at least one check to be deposited; 

the central site comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not an account number to an 
individual customer limit; 

sending a rejection notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

the centra! site receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data with the original 
check image data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and the original check image data and/or 
the endorsed and/or voided check image data initially directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a print 
site that is independent of the maker bank. 

168. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, wherein the deposit parameter is a number of 
monetary items in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer monetary 
item limit. 

169. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, wherein the deposit parameter is a total monetary 
amount of a deposit in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer deposit 
monetary limit 

1 70. (New) The system as defined in claim 1 67, wherein the deposit parameter is a monetary 
amount of a monetary item in the deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer 
monetary item limit. 

171. (New) The system as defined in claim 1 67, wherein the deposit parameter is a number of 
deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit. 

172. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, wherein there are at least two deposit parameters 
compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with two deposit parameters selected 
from the group consisting of a number of monetary y items in the deposit information with the 
individual customer lim it being a customer monetary item limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit 
in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer deposit monetary 
limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer 
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limit being a customer monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer 
limit is a number of deposits limit 

173. (New) The system as defined in claim 1 67, wherein there are at least three deposit parameters 
compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with three deposit parameters 
selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer monetary item limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit 
in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer deposit monetary 
limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item h the deposit information with the individual customer 
limit being a customer monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer 
limit is a number of deposits limit 

174. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, wherein there are at least four deposit parameters 
compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with the four deposit parameters 
comprising a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the individual custcmer limit 
being a customer monetary item limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information 
with the individual customer limit being a customer deposit monetary limit, a monetary amount of a 
monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
monetary item limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of 
deposits limit. 

175. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, 

wherein the central site is not a bank of deposit for monetary items in the deposit information for a 
plurality of the monetary items, 

wherein the deposit account designation for each of a plurality of the checks is to a different remote 
bank of first deposit; and further comprising 

a component for sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a 
respective different bank of first deposit 

176. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
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a component for, if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy 
of the check and sending the hard copy directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not via the bank 
of first deposit for that deposit transaction; and 

a component for, if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank, but not via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

177. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

a component for, if it does, printing at the central site a copy of the check from the check 
image data and forwarding directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank, but not via the 
bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction; and 

a component for, if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank, but not via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

178, (New) The system as defined in claim 167, further comprising: 

a component for determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check; 

and 

a component for, if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard 
copy of the check; 

a component for, if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a hard 
copy of the check to be printed; and 

a component for,if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending 
the check image data to the maker bank. 



1 79. (New) The system as defined in claim 167, further comprising 

a component for receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a 
reference key for an original deposit transaction. 

180. (New) The system as defined in claim j 79, further comprising 

a component for sending the return check image data with the reference key directly i 
indirectly to the maker bank for re-presentment. 
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